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7 is hoped, that the Map now offered to the public, will be 
1 found to be much fuller and more accurate than any which 
has yet been publiſhed : it is ſtill, however, very imperfect; and 
many errors will doubtleſs be diſcovered in it, when the countries 
that it repreſents ſhall have been completely and accurately 
ſurveyed.“ VV 

Lo ſuch a map it ſeemed neceſſary to annex a few pages of 
narrative, and I flatter myſelf that I ſhall not be thought to have 
treſpaſſed too much on the reader's at What I have of- 
fered is principally drawn from the firſt volume of Mr. Gulden- 


| faed?t's Travels from various papers inſerted in the St. Peterſburgh 


Journal from Dr. Reineggs's Deſcription of Georgia, publiſhed 
in a periodical work by Profeſſor Pallas from the materials con- 
tained in Muller's Sammlung Ruſſiſcher Geſchichte - and from 
1 . e 
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_ * The latitude of the fort of Modul has been found to be 43˙ 43 46 North. Its longitude, 
according to the obſervations of Profeſſor Lewirz, is 62% 47 30” ; but, according to Mr. Gul- 
denſtaedt (whom I have followed) 622 27' 30", Bait of Ferroy Tir, 8 Guldenſtaedt, 
is in 4 43 40”; North latitude, and very nearly on the ſame meridian with Maſaot, although 
It 1 eps above a degree farther to the eaſtward, N Har has been found to be in la- 
titude 43 51 North, and its longitude, though it has not been obſerved, may be very nearly 
determined by its diſtance from Maſdol. any other poſitions in the map have been pretty 
well aſcertained by the marches of the Ruſſian troops fince the publication of Zannoni's map, 
which is incomparably the beſt I have yet ſeen. Upon the whole, I have reaſon to hope that I 
have laid down, with tolerable accuracy, the deſart of Aſtrachan, the Ruſſian line, the inter- 
val between that line and the high mountains, and the greater part of Georgia. The country 
of the Leſguis, Armenia, and Turkiſh province of Ac che, are 3 taken from 
Zannoni. The peninſula of Taurica, and the iſland of goria (or Taman) are, I believe, 
correctly delineated, being copied from a ſurvey made r of Prince Patemkin ; but their 
fition is very likely to be erroneous, becauſe ho 
bliſhed by the acad of St. — by more than a degree in the latitude of 
a 3 beſides which, the direction of the ſea of Azof is very differently repreſented. 
Such a difference could not be reconciled ; and, by endeavouring to do fo, I have perhaps 
rw the iſland; of ria rather too far to the northward. As to the coaſt of the Black 
to the eaſtward of Satchuk-Kale, it has never, that I know of, been ſurveyed by Europeans, 
nor do I think that any chart of that ſea is at all to be depended on, 
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ſome manuſcript relations which it is needleſs to particularize. 
The little which relates to ancient geography is taken from 


Strabo, Pliny Ptolemy, and Stritter's Extracts from the Byzan- 
tine Ronan YM © I 6 . 
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IT would have been eaſy to increaſe the bulk of the Memoir, 
by extracts from Olcarms, . Tavernier, Le Bryn, Chardin, 
Tournefort, &.; but, whatever information can be drawn from 
them, is already inſerted. in every bock of geography: beſides 
which, as thoſe travellers. were unacquainted with the Caucafian 
languages, they appear to, have frequently. confounded in one 
e bl r 


ription man ifferent nations. 
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- Taz claſſification of the inhabitants of Caucaſus was commu- 


nicated to me by. Profeſſor, Pa/{as, and. is inſerted in his own 
words. Ol the) diſtricts which he has enumerated, the greater 
number are to be. found. on the map; but ſome have been 


omitted from want o rom. and many others becauſe I was un- 


4 


able to aſcertain their poſition with ſufficient accursc). 


Tat ſpecimen of Caucaſian languages is copied from the Fa 
neral vocabulary, compiled by order of the Empreſs of Ruffia, 
the words of which were choſen by herſelf, and are 1 30 in num- 
ber. The different lan 8, however, are not equally com- 
. piers that of the Abkhas, in particular, is extremely defective. 

n copying the vocabularies, it has not always been in my power 
to expreſs in Engliſh letters the ſound conVeyed by the original. 
becauſe the Ruſſian alphabet, has. ſighs for ſome vowels which we 
cannot” pronounce; and becauſe we have no uniform method of 
expreſſing even thoſe vowels which are to be found in our own 
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Tua tract er country tb between the Don and 
Cuban rivers, is ſaid to Have been occupied by the Great 
Dukes of Ruſſia as early as the tenth century, andi to have continu- 
ed in their hands until the end of the eleventh, when it fell, toge- 
ther with the reſt of their poſſeſſions, under the power of the Tar- 
tars. On the diviſion of that empixe, it was! included in the king- 
dom of Aſtrachan; and when that kingdom was conquered by 
Ivan Vaſſilieviteh, im the 18th century, although the right to 
theſe: lands reverted t6/ Ruſſia, the Rhans of the Crimea were 
fuffered to take and keep poſſeſſion of them, without tholeſtatiori 
from the ſucceeding Great Dukes, "whole! attention was engroſſed 
Wa the Jay port on the ers 
. 13 2:9 fol hat v7 13 E 
1 Tus city of Aſtrachan is ſuppoſed to have been in very early 
times the general Naple for the productions of Perſia, India, and 
Arabia. In the th: century, when the Venetians were in 
peſſeſſton of the trade of the Black Sea, they drew from this 
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port to * Naple at Tinas the Afiatic productions wick 
which they ſupplied the ſouthern parts of Europe, while the 
articles deſigned for the North were conveyed to the Ruſſian 
town of Ladoga, on the Volkhow, from whence they were 


tranſported to the town of Wiſby, in the iſle of Gothland. 
The deſtructive expeditions of TAMERLANE had indeed forci- 
bly diverted the trade of Aſia from this channel to that of 


Smyrna and Aleppo ; but although the new road i obviouſly 


moſt convenient for the productions of Arabia, - the ſituation 


of Aſtrachan appears to be better calculated for the trade of 


Perſia and Northern India. The recovery of this place, there-' 
fore, gave, riſe to many ſplendid ſpeculations: the project of 


rocetablithing its commerce was formed by ſeveral ucceeding 


ſovereigns, was nearly perfected by Peter the Great, 
yet entirely relinquiſhed.' Peter, after ſecuring the navigation 
of the Volga, eſtabliſhed a line of forts extending from that 
river near the town of Zaritſin to the Don, and thus formed a 
barrier of ſufficient ſtrength to protect the empire againſt the 
incurſions of the predatory nations to the ſouthward ; but he 
was ſoon tempted to a farther extenſion * _ rritopies 225 
revolution which took 1 80 in . 53395 | 1 ft 


Huss EIN, King of a country, wa loſt his 12 by a an 


inſurrection to which the oppreſſions of his miniſters had given 
riſe, and which his own imbecillity had encouraged : the - 


Afghans were in ren of n, Tamar, heir to the 
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throne, was a fugitive in his own dominions; the Turks 


had taken up arms in order to profit of the weakneſs of 


Perſia, and Peter was almoſt compelled to follow their exams» 
ple. He therefore fitted out a fleet at Aſtrachan to attend the 
motions of his army, which, following the weſtern coaſt of 
the Caſpian, took poſſeſſion of the towns of Derbent and 
Baku, marched into Ghilan, and occupied nearly the whole of 
that fertile province, which was afterwards aſſured to him by 
a treaty with Thamas. Thus he became for a while ſole maſter 


of the Caſpian, but when, by a ſecond revolution, the famous 


Nadir Shach became undiſputed ſovereign of Perſia, the Em- 
preſs Anne was glad to purchaſe ſome excluſive privileges for 
the trade of her ſubjects by the ceſſion of a conqueſt which it 
was no longer practicable to retain. On this occaſion, the 
Ruſfian ſettlements which had been made with a view to pre- 


ſerve the communication between Ruſſia and Ghilan, were 


removed to Kiſlar, a town which had received the inhabitants of 
the ancient Terki ; and for the protection of theſe ſettlers it be- 
came neceſſary to fortify the river Terek. A new line was 
therefore begun, but it advanced ſo lowly, that in 1763 the 
redoubts extended no farther than Tſchervlenova, a Coſak vil- 
lage about 1 o7 Engliſh miles to the weſtward of the mouth of 
the river. In the courſe of the ſame year the fort of Moſdok 
was built about 66 miles farther weſtward, and in 1770, with 


a view to ſecure the intermediate ſpace, 850 Coſak families 


from the Don and Volga regiments were eſtabliſhed at Naur, 


B 2 which- 


— 9 — = yn vw 


research 
uUblications 


oe POO RIS 
= 


and water, from the bad qualities of their food (which 
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which lies about half-way between the two preceeding poſts: 


Since that time the lines have been gradually extended ſo as to 
reach the ſea of Azof, and to . —_ . e — 


| deans that ſea and the 3 mn eat HE 
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| Hs wk completion * theſe Fr ad eng of. by Ruſſia are 
kept at a great diſtance from the more fertile provinces of the em- 
pire, and the defence, of the tributary princes of Georgia and 
Imeretia is greatly. facilitated ; but on the other hand it ſeems | 
that the almoſt. daily loſs of men from the difference of Climate 


is in part 
brought from a great diſtance) . and from, the fatigue of conſtant 
exertions in repelling the attacks of an enemy. equally reſolute 
and alert, cannot but be ſeverely felt bya country ſo imperfectly 
peopled as Ruſſia. But whatever may be thought of this ac- 
quiſition of territory, there can be no doubt concern 


portance of another province ring added to the kae 5 015 ; 
Po — binn 1 
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ing the im» 


Tus „ 3 until theſe few, years = OM never. 
thoroughly explored by Europeans, was very early 755 
by its extraordinary fertility, and by its commercial advantages. 
Long before the time of Herodotus its ſouthern coaſts were oc- 
cupied by Greek ſettlers, who had founded the towns of 


Kherſon®, "I heodoſia, Panticapeum, and ſome others, and carried | 


| on 

M: Iti is l that the modern towns | Gtuated i in Tanita a are not built 25 on the ſite 
of moſe mentioned in As but perhaps Enpatoria (the Koſlev of the F artars) may an- 
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on a very extenſive trade with the Scythians, and with the. 


cities of Heraclea, 'Trebizonde, and Byzantium. Theſe Greeks. 


were perhaps at. firſt independent, but about four centuries and 


a half before the birth of Chriſt, they became tributary to the 


Scythians, and continued in ſubjection until the time of Mithri- 
dates, whom they invited to take poſſeſſion of their country. 


Mithridates, already maſter of Pontus and Colchis, and in cloſe 


alliance with the Sarmatæ, eagerly embraced an offer which 


promiſed him ſuch great reſources in his deſigns againſt the Ro- 
mans. He therefore diſpatched a fleet to Kherſon, and another 


with an army to the Palus Mzotis, diſpoſſeſſed Par: i/ades, tyrant 
of the Boſphorus, drove the Scythians out of Taurica, and took 


poſſeſſion of that peninſula with its dependencies, . conſiſting of 


the eaſtern coaſt of the Palus Mæotis from Fanais to the Cuban, 
together with the iſland of Phanagoria. From theſe poſſeſſions 
he is ſaid to have drawn an annual revenue of 20, ooo minæ 
(about 720,000 buſhels) of corn, and two talents. (about 
200,000 ounces) of ſilver. This prince was the founder of the 
town-of | Eupatorium. Being defeated by Pompey in Aſia Mi- 
nor, he retired to the Boſphorus, where, after ſome ineffectual 
Aruggles to retrieve his affairs, he killed himſelf in deſpair. 


After 


ſwer nearly to the ancient Eupatorium. Sebaſtopol is at a very ſmall diſtance from the an- 
cient Kherſon, the ruins of which ſtill remain: Baluclaya is probably the Sy-bo! of the 
Genoeſe, and Portus Symbolon of Strabo : Theodoſia (lately Caffa) the Theodoſia of the 
ancients: Sudak, Soldaia: Kertſhh the ancient Boſphorus, and Jenikale Panticapeum. 
5 85 beſt map of this country is that of Kingſbergen, publiſhed at Berlin in 1776, 
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After his death this country became tributary to the Romans, 


and continued ſo till the time of Valerian, when we find the little 


ſovereigns, among whom it was divided, giving a paſſage to the 


Goths into the Roman territories. = 


| 


| 1 
By the removal of the ſeat of empire from Rome to Con- 


ſtantinople, the importance of the maritime coaſts of the Tauric 
Cherſoneſe was conſiderably increaſed : but notwithſtanding the 
anxiety of the Greek emperors to protect this peninſula, it was 


nm Wen 28 the men. mw the Alani®, by the 
125 Goths 


Fa 
i | 
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bitants, according to Ammianu: Marcellinus, began on the eaſtern fide of the Don, from 
whence they extended over the vaſt deſarts of Scythia as far as the Ganges. Thoſe whoſe 
perſons he has deſcribed (proceri autem Alani pæne omnes ſunt, et pulchri, crinibus mediocri- 
ter flayis) were probably ſome of the Tanaitz, and of that race which we call Flur; be- 
cauſe yellow hair, which is ſo common in the weſt, is I believe in the eaſtern parts of Eu- 
rope peculiar to the people of Finniſh origin. The Moſchi, Aorſi, and Siraci, Who are 
placed by Pliny between the Palus Mzotis, and the Caſpian, ſeem to anſwer to the Mock- 
ſhanes, Erſanians, and Syrains; and theſe, together with the Kermikhiones (ſuppoſed to be 
Tſheremiſſes) and ſome others, now driven far to the northward, were were perhaps the people 
here called Alani, and known at a later period under the name of Ougres, and White Huns. 


60 Parte alia {ſays Marcdllinus) prope Amazonum ſedes, Alani ſunt Oriehti acclines, diffuſi 
populoſas gentes et amplas, Afiaticos vergentes in tractus, quos dilatari ad uſque Gangen 
i fluvium.“ Theſe therefore were a Caucaſian nation, the ſame with the Albani, and 
had migrated to the eaſtward. The only people I believe who can anſwer this deſcription 
are the Agvhans, or Aﬀgans, who pretend that their founder removed from the mountains of 
Armenia to thoſe of Candahar. Colonel Gaerber takes it for granted that the Aﬀghans, 
whom he found near Derbent, were deſcendants of the Albani; and Dr. Reineggs contends, 
that the names of the two people are in fact the ſame. The Armenians (fays he) cannot 
pronounce the letter L in the thiddle of a word, but call the Albans he rh as they call 
Kalaki, Kaghaki, Se. | . | | 
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Goths (who made a permanent eſtabliſhment in the mountains 
to the ſouthward) by the Huns, and by the Khazari* 


Ix is not eaſy to determine the preciſe epocha at which the 
Genoeſe eſtabliſhed themſelves in this country, but it appears to 
have been towards the end of the eleventh century. Their firſt. 
conqueſt was the town of Caffa, which was taken from them by 


the Venetians in 1297, but ſoon afterwards recovered. Theſe 


commercial adventurers were treated with great lenity, and even 
diſtinction, by the Tartar Khans of the Crimea, who left them 
in undiſturbed. poſſeſſion of the ſeaports, and being ſtill more 
careſſed by the kings of Armenia, whoſe dominions in the thir- 
teenth century extended as far as the Caſpian, they ſoon got 
poſſeſſion of the whole trade of the Eaſt. They had eſtabliſh- 
ments at Trebizonde, Amaſtria, Caffa, Soldaia, Symbol, and 


Tana. 


_ The name of Alani, however, is ſeldom uſed in the extenſive ſenſe adopted by Marrellinus, but 
is generally applied to thoſe nations only who inhabited the northern ſlope of Caucaſus from 


Mount Beſh-Tau to the Caſpian. Rubruguic ſays that the Alani were in his time called 
Acias, or Alas (now the Abkhas). 


* The hiftory of 8 be found in the Hiſtoire des Huna, by M. de Guignes. 


5 Their prince is by the Byzantine writers called Khan (yayar) and their nobles Beys (Tie x). 


They built a town, with the aſſiſtance of the Greeks, called Sar-kel (Zapxex) which, as we are 
told by the Emperor Conflantine, ſignified in the Khozarian language, White Town, This 
place is now called Bielgorod, which means the ſame thing. (In the preſent Tartar language» 


I believe that Sara-Kalah would fignify the yellow town), 
WS 


The Khazari were divided into a great number of tribes, and were poſlibly compoſed of 
_ ſeveral different nations, but the governing Horde were moſt probably Tartars, and perhaps 
2 CI ITE | 
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town of n the laſt is of which the Genoeſ retained the 


ſoverei S. 
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annexed to the kingdom of Caſan, till after the death of Tamerlane 


in 1400, when Edegai Kban, an officer of that prince, took 
poſſeſſion of it, and was ſucceeded at his death by Deulet Gberai. 


in whoſe family the ſovereignty continued till che year 1783, 
vhen the Crimea was occupied by a Ruſſian os under the 
command of Prince Potembin. | 


- THE Tautic Cherſoneſe is 'divided into two pris by moun- 


tains which run nearly. acroſs it from eaſt to welt... The nor- 
thern diviſion is flat, poor, and only fit for paſturage. In the 


ſouthern parts the vallies are aſtoniſhingly productive, and the 
climate, extremely mild, from the excluſion of thoſe violent 


winds by which. the northern diviſion is frequent) incommoded. 


The lower Hills extending from Theodoſia to the eaſtern extre- 
mity of the country are principally employed in gardening, and 
produce excellent fruit in great — Belides the ports of 
YEE Kerith 


\ 


Tana. At length their own arrogance produced their deſtruction, | 
by incenſimg the Khans of the Crimea, whom the Porte had 
in vain laboured to prejudice againſt them. In 1474. the Tar- 

tars; with the aſſiſtance of the Turks, beſieged | and took the 


Theſes Tartars had won. \ eſtabliſhed in the Crimea above two 
centuries before the expulſion of the Genoeſe. T hey were ſub- 
jects of Batu Khan, grandſon of Zingir, and their conqueſt was 
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Kertſh and Jenikalé, the road of Caffa, and tlie harbour of Balu- 


clava, there is near Sebaſtopol one of the fineſt harbours in the 
'world, ſecured from all winds, ſufficiently capacious to admit 
large fleets, and capable of receiving ſhips of any burthen. It 
is ſaid that the Tartar inhabitants do not at preſent exceed ſeventy 
thouſand. Many muſt have periſhed in their civil diſſentions, 


ſome in the defence of their country againſt the Ruſſians, and many 
more have migrated from that principle of diflike which is ge- 


nerally conceived againſt a new government. But under all its 
preſent_ diſadvantages the -poſſeſſion of this country ſeems to 


have decided for ever the conteſt for ſuperiority between the ri- 


val courts of St. Peterſburgh and Conſtantinople. +: 
| 8 


* 


On the oppoſite fide of the Boſphorus lies the ſ mall and beau- 
tiful iſland of Phanagoria, and at a ſmall diſtance to the eaſt - 


ward begin the mountains of Caucaſus, which extend from 
hence quite to the Caſpian. From the ſouthern ſide of theſe 
mountains advance ſeveral lower ridges, formerly known by the 
name of Montes Moſchici, Pariedri, &c. on the northern ſide 
they chrow out only a ſingle chain, called Beſh-tau (i. e. the five 
mountains) on which are bred thoſe beautiful Circaſſian horſes, 
ſo much eſteemed by the Turks, and . conſidered as nearly equal 
to the fineſt breeds of Arabia. This ridge probably e to 
the Montes Hippici of Ptolemy. 


_AccorpiNG to Srrabo, the country extending from Phanagoria 
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to Colchis was inhabited by the following nations: Firſt, the 
Sindi, cloſe to Phanagoria ; then, along the ſea ſhore, the Achæi, 
: Zygi, and Heniochi, which extended as far as Dioſcurias (now 
Iſgaour) and behind them the Cercetæ and Macropogones. Of 
the two latter nations nothing is known, and of the three former; 
little more than that they were pirates, and that they ſupplied the 


Greeks, of the Boſphorus with the ſlaves ' which they made in 


their predatory expeditions. Behind Dioſcurias, in the higheſt 
mountains, lived the Soanes, or Suani“, perhaps the anceſtors of 
the people who ſtill occupy the ſame country and retain the fame 


name. They were then a formidable and numerous nation, go- 
verned by a king, with a national council of three hundred per- 
ſons. They are ſaid to have collected a conſiderable quantify” of 


gold by means of fleeces which they ſunk in their torrents, a 
practice from which Srrabo derives the Fable of the Golden 
Fleece. It is reported that this mode of collecting gold | till 
ſubſiſted when the Turks were in poſſeſſion of Mingrelia, and 
that the produce of the Zgenis-ſkalé (horſe- river, 158 üppos) 
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A Diofcurias TIN the mk of Colchis; which/extended 
nearly as far as Trebizonde. Its ſoil was fertile, its fruit delici- 
ous, and its honey excellent, though it produces ſome ſorts 
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The preſent Suani are a poor and fimple people, who ſubfiſt by raiſing cattle and by a 


little agriculture. They are ſubject to the prince of Imeretia. Their 5 appears to be 
a very corrupt diale of the Georgian, 
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which were bitter. It furniſhed every article neceſſary for ſhip- 


building; that is to ſay, flax, hemp, wax, pitch, and wood of 
the beſt quality and in vaſt quantities. Its linen manufactures 


were much eſteemed, which was adduced as a proof that its in- 


habitants were of Egyptian origin. This country, after being 
divided into ſeveral ſmall principalities called Sceptuchiæ, fell 


into the hands of - Mithridates, and after his death was again 
—— into _ diviſions. 36 


To ihe eaſt of Colchis was Iberia, ——— the pre- 
ſent kingdom of Imeretia, and part of Carduel and Caket. It 
was well inhabited, had many villages and towns, with brick 


houſes regularly built, and public edifices. The Iberians of 


the vallies were peaceable and fond of agriculture: the moun- 


_ taineers ſubſiſted by paſturage, were warlike and ferocious, and 
reſembled the Scythians, from whom they were deſcended. 
The nation was divided into four claſſes. From the firſt they 
choſe their king, who was always/the oldeſt of the royal family, 


as the next in age was general and judge; the ſecond claſs was 


that of the prieſts, who were alſo their ambaſſadors; the third 
claſs were ſoldiers and huſbandmen, and the fourth, ſlaves. 


Each family poſſeſſed an undivided property, which was ma- 
naged by its eldeſt individual. : 
BEYOND the river Alazonius, and from thence to the Caſpian, 
was the country of the Albani. Theſe were an „ people ; 

: | C2 ſimple, 
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ſimple, honeſt, unacquainted with money, or with exact weights 
and meaſures, and unable to reckon beyond an hundred. For 
che purpoſes of agriculture, they had only wooden ploughs. A 
fine climate, a rich ſoil, producing ſpontaneouſſy all kinds ol 
fruits, and particularly grapes, rendered induſtry unneceſſary, a 
they ſubſiſted by the produce of their numerous herds which 
they fed on the fertile banks of the Cyrus. They were the 


handſomeſt of mankind, and brave, though inoffenſive. They 


fought both on foot and horſeback, with light or heavy armour, 


and brought into the field againſt Pompey an army of ſeventy 


thouland: infantry, and twenty-two. thouſand horſe. Their arms 
were > Jjayelins, and bows and arrows, with leathern ſhields, 


breaſt-plates, . and helmets, The Albani were 8 compoſed of 


twenty-ſix tribes, each diſtinguiſhed by a different language, 
and governed by an independent prince. They adored the ſun, 
and Jupiter, but more particularly the moon, to whom they 
offered human ſacrifices with many ſuperſtitious ceremonies. 
Their chief-prieſt was next in dignity to the prince of each tribe. 
They had the higheſt reſpe& for old age. They buried their 
dead with all their property, and then thought no more about 
them, not even daring to mention their names, as this was re- 
puted a a kind of . 


Ix the hi 1 mountains above the Albani were the Legæ, and 
beyond them the fabulous nation of the Amazons. Beſides 
8 e ares 


0 This ſuperſtition exiſts among the preſent Samoyedes, | 
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theſe, many other nations are enumerated by Srrabo, Pliay, and 


others, as the Amardi*, the Cicianthi, the Agedi, the Gabri, 
the Tagori, the Iſſi, the Eſſedones, and many more; but this 
long catalogue of names is not accompanied by any account of 


their hiſtory or manners. The languages of Caucaſus were ſup- 


poſed to be almoſt innumerable, ſince at Dioſcurias alone they 
reckoned ſeventy dialects, and, according to ſome authors, three 


hundred. The Romans, indeed, ſeem to have known very little 
| Ra this country, excepting what they learnt from the officersof 


Pompey, who entered it from Armenia, fought the Albani and 
Iberi, and then advanced in purſuit of Mitbridater as far as the 


mouth of the Phaſis, where he found Servilius with the Roman 


E EY 
fleet. 


AFTER theeſtabliſhment of the eaſtern empire, the countries 
of Lazica (Colchis) and Iberia, were ſo frequently a' ſubject of 


_ diſpute between the Greek Emperors and the kings of Perſia, 


that we might expect from the Byzantine writers a fuller and 
more correct account of the Caucaſian nations. But the Greek 
hiſtorians (if we except the Emperor Conflantine) were ſo ill 

. | informed 


* Tt has been obſerved by travellers, that barbarous nations generally diſtinguiſh them - 
ſelves by a name expreſſing man, and denote the reſt of mankind by ſome degrading appella- 
tion. Suppoſing this cuſtom to have prevailed in Mount Caucaſus, the Amardi may have been 
a tribe of Armenians, in whoſe language mard ſignifies man. In that of the Offi, it is 4g. 
and it may have been a tribe of theſe people who were called Legz. The Tagori were 
perhaps the Dugoreans. In the language of the Circaſſians, man is called Tſoog, and in 
that of the Abkhas, Agoo ; theſe nations occupy the county of the d and Ax 
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informed of che Jeet apby- endete e eulen and 


ſo fond of comprehending all Barbarians under the collective 
appellations of Huns or Turks, that their relations are never 


ſatis factory, and ſometimes quite unintelligible. Since their 


time we have had nothing to truſt to but the reports of a few 
caſual travellers; until the reign of the preſent Empreſs of 


Ruſſia, by whom Profeſſor Guldenſtaedt was ſent to mount 


Caucaſus, with orders to traverſe theſe wild regions in various 


directions, to trace their rivers to their ſources, to take aſtrono- 
mical obſervations; to examine the natural hiſtory of the coun- 


try, and to collect vocabularies of all the dialects he might meet 


with, which might be afterwards referred to their reſpective 
languages, ſo as to form a general claſſification of all the nations 
I rant Weg between the Euxine and es 7 
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/Pminkdtthe: reſearches of this traveller it Ma: chat "NY are 


_— diſtrict ' of country at leaſt ſeven diſtinct nations, each 
ſpeaking a ſeparate language, viz 1. The Tartars.” 2. The 


Abchas. 3. The Circaſſians. 4. The Ofli; or Oſſeti. 5. The 
Kiſtii 6. The Leſguis. 7. The Georgians. Beſides theſe, the 
people of Imeretia, Suaneti, and particularly thoſe of Touchet, 
ſpeak ſuch corrupt dialects of the Georgian as to make it doubt- 


ful whether they ought to: be referred to that language. Some 


tribes of Leſguis likewiſe, : as thoſe of Andi, Akouſcha, and the 
Kazi Countyks; Ker ann W — * the 
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L's 1 
nn — are of three meg viz, 


b. ee Tae eee, or 'T rukhmenians.. "Theſe 8 
the Turkiſh dialect of the Tartar language, and inhabit the 
eaſtern ſlope. of Caucaſus, the coaſt of the Caſpian about Boinak, 
Derbent, and Utemiſh, and the ſouthern promontories between 
the ſea and the river Alazan. Their diſtricts are Cuba, Alti- 
5 para, Tokuſpara, Miſkindſhal, Khinakug, Kriſhbudug, Shamakhi, 
and. the whole, of Shirvan. They are ſubject to Feth- ali, the 
Khan of, Cuba, whoſe authority extends as far as Sallian. To 
the weſtward of theſe are the Trukmenian diſtricts of Shakhi, 
Caballa, Agdotſh, and Araſh. T heir chief i is Huſſein Khan, who 


reſides at Nukhu. | Laſtly, : chers is the diſtrict of Kaſak, in the | 
dominions of the king of Georgia. ; This lies about the rivers 


Nakhatyr, Tebete, Kura, Akhiſtafa, and Aachens. 5 


2. Coumyks. Theſe live to the northward of the former, 
about the lower parts of the rivers Sundſha; Koiſu, and Axai. 
They are governed by a number of ſmall chiefs, conſtantly at 
variance with each other, but all profeſſing allegiance to Ruſſia. 
Bragun, Endery, and Koſtek, are their chief villages. 

3. Nogays. Some . Hordes of 3 are diſperſed 
among the Coumyks, but differ from them in dialect. Eight 
of theſe Hordes are ſubject to the prince of Axai ; twelve to 
that of Endery ; and twenty-four to the Shamkhal, who reſides 
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at Tarku. About a thouſand families ſubmitted t. to Ruflia 3 in the 
reign of Peter the Furt. 95 are euere _ the northern | | 
nas of We . e 18 

* more tig body of Nogays is that eſtabliſhed « on the 
Cuban, in the following diviſions :—Kaſfſai Aaul, conſiſting of 


800 families, encamped between the rivers Inſhik and Laba, 


Which fall into the Cuban. Niaurus Aaul, of 2000 families, 
dwelling in permanent villages about the river Laba. Jediffan, 
Jediſhikul, Dſhamboiluk, and Akermen, filling * whole plain 


from the Laba to the Black Sea, along the Cuban. "Theſe No- 
gays retired hither on the conqueſt « of the kingdom of Aſtrachan, 


afterwards removed to the Duieper and Boug, and were re- 
admitted to their preſent habitations « on their ſubmiſſion to Ruſſia : 


2 * Br 
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during Fw laſt war. 
| 

 Belides theſe, thele are Wat villages i in the higher 1 parts of 
Caucaſus, whoſe inhabitants are apparently of ka 44 origin, 
fince they ſpeak that dialect . Theſe diſtricts a . Malkar, 
of about 1000 families, on the” rivers' Argudaft th Thherek. 
This diſtrict borders to the eaſt on the diſtrict of Dugor, to the 
S. W. on the Imeretian diſtrict of Radſha, and to the north on 
che Cireaſſtan diſtrict of Kaſhkatan. 2. Biſnighe, near the 
Thherck, about 100 > families. 3. Khulam, « near the ſame river, 
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Sg * Guldenſiaedt calls theſe diſtrifts the province of ane. 


| Fwy 
and containing about the ſame number. 4. Tſhegem, about 360 
families. 5. Karatchai; or Karadſhiki, near * ſources of the 
Cuban, about 200 milie. 


Ir isnt khown at what period theſe Nogays'took: poſſeſſion of 


the country they at preſent occupy. 1 The general eſtabliſhment 


of the Tartars in mount Caucaſus is to be referred to the reign 
of Zingis and his immediate ſucceſſors. The Tartars of Kaſak, 
in Georgia, were probably Ai of the nee Mehemed, 
Ns of D 9 


eee, ABKHAS.. 


* of us en be moſt anczent eſtabliſhments of his x nation 
are on the ſouthern ſlope of the mountains comprehended be- 
tween the Cuban and the Black Sea. Theſe are tributary to 
the Turks, and are divided into two governments, the weſtern 
and eaſtetn; each ſubje to a Baſha, commonly chofen out of 
the-principal native families, one of whom reſides at Sotchuk- 
kale, and the other at Soghum-kale, Their diſtricts are Shap- 
fick, Ubuk, Tubi, Aipga, Sads, Tſhadſhi, and Chirpis. The 
capital is Anacopir (formerly Nicopſis). Other e places 
are Anaclea (formerly Heraclea) a ſtrong hold near the mouth 


of the Euguri. Bitchwinta, or Pityunta (formerly Pityus magna) 


at the mouth of the Kabeti: Bedga, Siak wi, Drandeli (formerly 
Dandari) old epiſcopal ſeats; Ilori, Kodri, Tſhomi, Zalumka, 
| Lupe, and Boyudiak, de the ſea-ſhore ; and Dſhanketahabla, 
”D a large 
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a large village on the river Pſliaga, along which it extends in 


' ſcattered houſes for near fifteen miles.” Theſe Abkhas are called 


by the Circaſſians Kuſh-haſip, or Tranſmontani. needy 5 


Tut north- eaſtern and dualen dialen of die nation is 
called by the Cireaſſians Tapanta, and by the Tartars Altekeſek 
(fix” parts). Theſe Abkhas were permitted to ſettle in the laſt 


century between the Circaſſians of the Cabardas and thoſe of 
Beſlen, &c. and became ſubject to the Cabardians, who divided 


them under fix families. Their diſtricts are Kiſitbek, Tam, She- 


gray, and Barokai, of 300 families. Baſhilbai of 1000, and 


Sabai. The Abkhas ſpeak an original language, eſſentially diffe- 
rent from all the known languages, though appearing: to have 
a very remote affinity with that of the Circaſſians. Their coun- 
try is called by themſelves Ab/ne; 'by the Tartars, Turks, and 
Circafſians, Abaſa; and by the Georgians, Abchaſeti. It is the 


Abaſgia of the Byzantine hiſtorians, : and the Abargia of the Em- 


peror Conſtantine. The Abklchas have at preſent very little 


sion, W hs yy Rill Hah nn of ſy 
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III. The werten css or CIRCASSIANS. 


Ta ESE SOS, occupy the following diſtricts ws The Great 


Cabarda. 2. The Little Cabarda. 3. Beſlen, on the greater 
Laba, which falls into the Cuban. 4. Temirgoi, upon the 


Shagwaſha. _ 5. Abaſech, principally on the Fer Pſchaha. 
gant 6. Bſeduch, 
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6. Bſeduch, on the lower part of the Chuaſh: 7. Hatukai. 
And 8. Bſhana, on the rivers Churſa and Korkoi. 


Tuts nation, from the extent of their territory, which com- 
prehends nearly ten degrees of longitude, and from their ex- 
traordinary courage and military genius, might become very 
formidable, were they united under one chief. But a nation of 
mountaineers, who ſubſiſt by raiſing cattle, and are therefore 


forced to eſtabliſh themſelves on the banks of rivers for the ſake 


of water and paſturage, ſoon forget their common origin, and 
divide into ſeparate and hoſtile tribes. From this principle of 


diſunion, the Circaſſians of the Cuban are ſo little powerful, as 


to be ſcarcely known even to the Ruſſians; but by the general 
appellation of Cuban Tartars, in which they are dead 
ne the Abkhas and ne their nn | 


Tn E Cabardid Cireaſſiars Wow a diſunited 4 
the reſt of their countrymen, are ſtill the moſt powerful people 
of the northern ſide of Caucaſus, and this ſuperiority has in- 
troduced among their neighbours ſuch a general imitation of 
their. manners, that from A deſcription of theſe we ſhall acquire 
a general idea of all the reſt: beſides which, the ſingularity of 
many of their cuſtoms, and their reſemblance to thoſe of the moſt 
ancient inhabitants of theſe countries, renders them an On of 
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brilliant, but uſeleſs enterprize. The 


1 ao J 
__ T” | HE Circaſſians are divided into three f claſſes; nher 
Princes. 2. The Nobles (called Uſdens). And g. The Vaſſals, 
or People. A certain number of the people is allotted to each 
princely family: thus the Great Cabarda is divided in three 
fauoſt, and Rtaſhuk. In cach of theſe the eldeſt individual is 


conſidered as chief of the family, and as judge, protector, and 


father of all the vaſſals attached to it. No prince can be a land- 


holder: he has mo uther property than his atms, his horſes, his 


ſlaves and the tribute he may be able to extort from the neigh- 
e perſon not only of the chief, but of every 
to che princes of the Crimea. This is, however, the only diſ- 
the nation to charge the enemy. The preſent poſſeſſor of this pri- 
vilege is ſaid to have acquired ãt by an action of ſtrange temerity : 
he undertook, with three comrades, to cut his way through aRuſ- 
ſian column, and fucceeded : his companions loſt. hei lives in this 
rinces are. not. to be diſtin- 
guiſhed in time of peace from the nobles. or even from the pea- 


ne ROI Cn the — little better. | 
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inferior claſs. They are the officers of the prince, and execu- 
tors oy the laws, and are employed i in the n aſſemblies of 
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the nation to * the aſſent of the people to the meaſures pro- 
poſed by the princes. 


Tur people, as well as the Uſdens, are proprietors of lands. 
Buy an odd kind of contradiction, the princes claim, and ſome- 

times attempt to exerciſe the right of ſeizing the whole property 
of their vaſſals ; but at the ſame time the vaſſal has a right of 


transferring his allegiance to any other prince, whenever he thinks 


himſelf aggrieved: by this privilege the princes are compelled. 
to gain the affections of their vaſſals, on whoſe readineſs to fol- 
low them into the field, all their hopes of n and wealth 
muſt abſolutely n | 


THE Circaſſians do not appear to have ever had any written 
laws, but are governed by a kind of common law, or collection 
of ancient uſages. * On great occaſions the whole nation is 

aſſembled: a meaſure is propoſed by the oldeſt of the princes, 
and this meaſure is firſt debated among the Uſdens, and after- 
wards by the deputies of the people, who are old men, elected 
for this purpoſe, and who often poſſeſs greater weight and in- 


fluence over the people than even the prince himſelf. If the 


propoſition is accepted, it becomes a national reſolution, and is 
confirmed by a ſolemn oath by the whole people. This cere- 
mony generally takes place on a ſpot particular] y deſtined to the 
m__ near the reſidence of the prince. 
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Tür dircaſſtans have few. gn Ar e points of 
their arrows are the only articles of iron which they work up 


themſelves. They make, indeed, ſome very fine cloths, and 
felt for cloaks, which is uncommonly light and durable; and to 


theſe we may add, a few articles of leather, embroidered houſings 


for horſes, &c. Their coats of mail, which are very beautiful, 


are bought from Perſia, and their fire-arms from Kubeſcha. 


Their agriculture produces barely. what is ſufficient for their : 


own” ſubſiſtence. Sheep and horſes ; are the principal articles of 


their commerce, particularly the latter, which ſell at a very high 


price; but notwithſtanding this, the balance of trade would be 


conſiderably againſt them, were it not for the ſlaves which they 


make in their predatory excurſions. The art of conducting 
cheſe expeditions i is therefore the moſt valuable talent of a Cir- 
caſſian eee and the yr Te of a "I and ee edu- 
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Arx the birth of a prince, ſome Uſden, « or r ſometimes a prince 
of another family is choſen by the father as his future preceptor. 
At a year old he is preſented, at the ſame time, with ſome play- 
things and arms: if he appears to prefer the latter, the event is 
celebrated in the family by great rejoicings. At ſeven (or accord- 


ing to others, at twelve) years of age he leaves his father's houſe for 


that of his preeeptor. By him he is taught to ride, to uſe his 


arms, and to ſteal, and' conceal his thefts. The word thief 
8 a term of the utmoſt reproach amongſt them, becauſe it 


* 


1 implies | 


i 


—— 


implies detection. He is afterwards led to more conſiderable and 
dangerous robberies, and does not return to his father's houſe, 
until his cunning, his addreſs, and his ſtrength are ſuppoſed to 
be perfect. The preceptor is recompenſed for his trouble by 
nine: tenths of the booty made by his pupil while under his tuition. 

It is faid that this mode of education is perſevered in with a view 

to prevent the bad effects of paternal indulgence. The cuſtom 
is, I believe, peculiar to the Circaſfians, but the object of edu- 
cation is the ſame among all the mountaineers of Caucaſus, who 
univerſally ſubſiſt by robbery, for which reaſon the accounts of 


their ferocity appear to have been greatly exaggerated. Wars 


have been frequently undertaken with no other view but that of 
plunder, by nations who call themſelves highly civilized, and 
ſuch wars have not been conſidered as an impeachment of their 
humanity. Tn anſwer to the complaints of travellers, the princes 
of theſe little tribes might urge that the ſecrecy of their retreats is 
to them highly important ; that they have in common with all 
ſovereigns a right to puniſh ſpies and enemies; that to pillage or 
_ enflave ſuch merchants. as travel through their country without 
their permiſſion is not more cruel than to condemn the contra- 
band trader to death or to the galleys; and while they receive with 
diſintereſted hoſpitality and kindneſs ſuch as court their protec- 
tion, they might declaim in their turn againſt the methodical 
extortions of European cuſtom-houſes. 


Taz education of a child renders the -preceptor a kind of | 
| adopted 
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adopted father; therefore, as this is a very vindictive nation, a 
perſon who has killed any prince, endeavours by all the means in 
his power to ſteal away ſome child of the ſame family in order to 
educate him. The accompliſhment of this is the only ſure 


means of / effecting a reconciliation. Some travellers report that 


a vaſſal ſometimes contrives to ſteal and educate the ſon of his 


prince, and by his ſucceſs inſures his own advancement 


to nobility. ' The point in which all agree is the neceſſity 


that . ae bee de educated enen — 


7 


1 are „een up Wea the e They 3 to em- 
3 of to make their own dreſs, and that of their future 


huſbands. The daughters of flaves receive the ſame education, 
and are ſold according to their beauty, from twenty to one hun- 


dred pounds; and ſometimes much higher. Theſe are princi- 


pally Georgians. Soon after the birth of a girl a wide leather 
belt is ſewed round her waiſt, and continues till it burſts, when it 


is replaced by a ſecond. By a repetition of this practice their 
waiſts are rendered aſtoniſhingly. ſmall, but their ſhoulders be- 


. come proportionably broad: a defect which is little attended to 


on account of the beauty of their breaſts. \, On the wedding night 
the belt is cut with a dagger by the huſband, a cuſtom ſometimes 
productive of very fatal accidents. The bridegroom pays for his 
bride a marriage preſent, or kalym, conſiſting of arms or a coat 
of mail, but he muſt not ſee her, or cohabit with her, without 
555 | the 
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the greateſt myſtery. This reſerve continues during life. A 
Circaſſian will ſometimes permit a ſtranger-to ſee his wife, but 
he muſt not accompany him. The father makes the bride a 
preſent on the wedding day, but reſerves the greater part of what 
he intends to give her till the birth of her firſt child. On this 
occaſion ſhe pays him a viſit, receives from him the remainder of 
her portion, and is eloathed by him in the dreſs of a matron, the 
principal diſtinction of which conſiſts in a veil. Until this time 
the dreſs of the women is much like that of the men, excepting 
that the cloak is longer, and frequently white, a colour never 
worn by men. The cap too 1s. generally red, or roſe- coloured. 


Bzrore marriage the youth of both ſexes ſee each other 
freely at the little rejoicings which take place on feſtivals. Be- 
fore the ball, the young men ſhew their activity and addreſs in a 
variety of military exerciſes, and the moſt alert have the pri- 
vilege of chuſing the moſt beautiful partners. Their muſical 
inſtruments are a long flute with only three ſtops, a ſpecies of 
mandoline, and a tambourin. T heir dances are in the Aſiatic 


ſtile, with very little gaiety or expreſſion. The ſteps ſeem very 
difficult, but not graceful. | | 


Tar Circaſſian women participate in the general character of 
the nation; they take pride in the courage of their huſbands, 
and reproach them ſeverely when defeated. They poliſh and 
take care of the armour of the men. Widows tear their hair, 
N e 3 and 
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and disfigure- themſelves with ſears, in teſtimony of tie grief. 
The men had formerly the ſame cuſtom, but a e now grown 
more tranquil, under the loſs of their wives and relations. The 
habitation of a Circaſſian is: compoſed of two huts, becauſe the 
wife and huſband are not ſuppoſed to live together. One of 
theſe huts is allotted to the huſband; and to the reception of 
ſtrangers; the other to the wife and family: the court which 
ſeparatas them is ſurrounded by paliſades or ſtakes. At meals 
the whole family is aſſembled; ſo. that here, as among the Tar- 
tars, each village is reckoned at a certain number of kettles. 
Their food is extremely ſimple, conſiſting only of a little meat, 

ſome paſte made of millet, and a kind of beer, compoſed of the / 

ume grain. fermented. 1 


| 
1 
. 


. or Circaſſians are. avouled of frequent perjuries and viola- 

| tions of treaties; but this is ſaid to be a new vice among them. 
5 Whatever may have been the original religion of this people, ; 

they have been ſucceſſively converted to Chriſtianity and Maho- 

metaniſm, and have now no religion or worſhip among them. 

They break, without ſeruple, ſuch oaths as they have taken on 

: the Bible and Alcoran; but there are certain forms of oaths, and 

* certain places in the neighbourhood of their ruins (ſuppoſed to 

li be remains of Chriſtian churches) which inſure their fidelity *. 
ll | : | l Their 


« This is not improbable To 1726, the Ruſſians reinſtated a Khan of Cuba, and forced 
| his ſubjects to take the oath of allegiance to him, Being Mahometans, they ſwore on the 


\ Alcoran ; 
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Their courage, great as it is, is not yet proof againſt religious 
terrors. Like all Barbarians, they believe that what is called 
accident may be influenced by particular ceremonies. In an 
action with the Ruſſians a Circaſſian prince happened to be ſhot. 
A Coſak of Kiſlar, acquainted with the rites of the Circaſſians, 
inſtantly ran to the body, opened it, plucked out the heart, and 
running with it to a river, and carefully waſhing it, threw it 

from him to ſome diſtance in the direction of the ſtream; with. 
the moſt. violent imprecations. He conceived that by this ce- 
remony he had ſecured the victory to the Ruſſians. A facrifice 
performed by the people of Tehetchen ſeems more analogous to 
common ſuperſtition. The day after a bloody engagement, in | 
which they had been ſucceſsful; they led a Ruffian priſoner to 
the field of battle, where they put him to death, as a ſacrifice to 8 

| the ſpirits of their-flaughtered countrymen, and as an atonement | h | 
to heaven for the blood that had been ſpilt on the preceding | * 


Tr is not extraordinary. that the freedom of | their goverment, 
the martial ſpirit of their women, their habitual-abſtinence, and 
familiarity with danger, ſhould render the Circaſſians a moſt 
dangerous enemy to the undiſciplined Georgians, but their in- 
genuity in war has rendered them formidable even to regular | 
1 5 | troops. 

Alcoran; but it was frggetied' to the Ruſſians, that it was neceſſary that each man ſhould 


likewiſe bind himſelf by the following imprecation :— May my wife become a proſtitute, 
and may I be diſhonoured by every man, if I break this oath !%—Gaerber's Narrative. 


T a8 } 


troops. In one of their actions againſt the Ruſſians, they ar- 
rived in the field, puſhing before them a kind of moveable ram- 
part againſt which the artillery had no effect. They had adjuſted | 
| between the wheels of their carts a ſort of drum, compoſed of 
: | - faſcines, wool, and other ſoft ſubſtances, and covered with ſkins. 
Theſe machines, being moveable, oppoſed ſcarcely any reſiſtance 
to: the balls, which penetrated and lodged in them without do- 
ing any damage. After a long engagement, in which the Ruſ- _ 
5 ſians loſt a number of men from the well directed fire of the : 
enemy, they attacked this intrenchment with fixed bayonets, 
Ws TT AER ORR 1 10 ag ein vo senen 
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Pn "Qirraltiaki e not a letters of % 0 on; fee 
among them who wiſh to write their language being obliged to | 
make ufe of Arabian characters. We are told; indeed, that on 
f ſores remains of tombMones, in their mountains, are inſerip- 
tions, now unintelligible; and their princes pretend that they 
are in poſſeſſion of certain old books, containing the hiſtory and 
| antiquities of their 1 nation. Theſe laſt, however, are perhaps 
nothing 8 than devotional manulcripts left among them either 

by the Chriſtian or Mahometan prieſts, whoſe religions they 
have ſucceſhvely | embraced and deſerted, ſo that their ancient 
hiſtory mult how reſt almoſt ſolely on conjecture. From the 
name which they give themſelves, Adige, it is poſſible that they 
wf be the ſame with the Agedi, a people mentioned by Pliny 
Ae the Coe nations : : and at a later period they ſeem 
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to haye been comprehended with many nei ighbouring people, 
under the name of Alani, to have been ſubjugated by the Huns, 
and laſtly by the Khazari, a nation of Tartar origin, with whom 
any were incorporated under the name of Cabari. 
F 

Wr are told, by the emperor Conflantine that theſe Cabari, 
upon ſome diſagreement with the reſt of the Khazar tribes had 
recourſe to arms, but were defeated ; and that the vanquiſhed 
tribe divided into two parts, one of which retreated towards 
the neighbourhood of Perſia, which at that time was in the 
hands of the Arabians, and comprehended the greater part 
of Iberia. This diviſion probably gave its name to the two 
Cabardas. The other retired to the Hungarians (called Turks* 
in Conſtantine's relation) and formed an eſtabliſhment on the 


frontiers of the Kherſonitæ. From theſe the river Cabarta and | 


the ruined fort of Tſherkeſs-Kerman, in the vicinity of the 


ancient 


„The Greek hiſtorians, in imitation of the Perſians, gave the name of Turks to all thoſe 
northern Barbarians whom they had before confounded with the Huns. The firſt Turks, 
according to Theophanes, were the Kermikhiones, who ſubdued the Kerkhis and Seres ( pro- 
bably the Kirguis and Boukharians). They lived to the eaſtward of the Don (pos evpo 
zy21cor Tov Tan. dog) and the reſidence of their prince was at a mountain called Ek-Tal, fig- 
nifying in their language the golden mountain, and fo called from the richneſs of its paſtures. 
This word ſeems to belong to the enn ee dialect) in which Eſſiſ Ne _ 
and Tſhol a mountain. 
The name of Turk is equally given to the Hungarians (whoſe language is of Finniſh 
origin) and to the Khazars, who were perhaps a Tartar race. Abulgaſi (the Tartar hiſtorian) 
applies the name indifferently to all the Mongul as well as Tartar tribes, while the preſent 
Europeans uſe it for the Othman Tartars only. 
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ancient Kherſon, may perhaps have derived their name. It is 
obſerved by M. Peyſſonel, that the Hungarian language | contains- 
ſeveral Circaſſian words, a circumſtance which ſeems to confirm: 


what is here related, and which indeed correſponds very nearly 
with the tradition of the Circaſſian. Princes concerning their 


own. origin. This is in ſubſtance as follows. They are de- 
rived from a certain Prince of the name of Kg, who in former 
times was eſtabliſhed in the Crimea. This prince had two ſons, 
Tnal and Chaambot. The elder ſons of Ina! had a a numerous 
progeny, who, towards the cloſe of the laſt century, were all 
aſſaſſinated in a general inſurrection of the nation, produced by 
their haughtineſs and cruelty. From the younger ſons of Inal 
are deſcended the preſent princes of the Cuban Circaſſians, and 


from Chaombat the three families who now govern the Cabardas. 


Prince Ke/5, and his immediate deſcendants, were deſpotic; but 
the increaſe of their numbers, and conſequent diminution of 
their authority, produced that mixed form of eee which | 
Tubes at this day. 1 


FROM l ien, which relates only to the en fa- 
rallies, it ſeems that they are of a different origin from their | 
ſubjects; indeed the ſame thing feems to be evinced by the ſu- 
perſtitious reverence with which they are treated, and which, 
among uncivilized nations, is ſeldom claimed: but by conquerors 
from the conquered people. Beſides, the fame tradition concern- 
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ing prince K and his fon nal, ſubſiſts among the Kirguis 
Tartars, in whoſe language the word Keſs ſignifies man. 


From the eighth century to the twelfth, the Cireaſſians are 
only mentioned, by the Greek and Ruſſian hiſtorians, under the 
name of Caſats*, an appellation which is ſtill given to them by 
their neighbours the Oſſi. By the Arabians they were uſually 
called MamlouksF, and, by the Georgians, Tſherkeſſiani, from 
whence the Tartars and Europeans perhaps borrowed the name 
of Tſherkeſs, and Circaſſians, by which they have been generally 
known. After the declenſion of the Khazar empire, they ap- 
pear to have been ſucceſſively ſubject to the Arabians, as maſters 
of Perſia, to the Tartars, and perhaps to the Georgians ;: and 
towards the cloſe of the ſixteenth century they became tributary 
to Ruſſia. In 1560, the Tſar Ivan Vaſpievitch, married Maria, 


The flat countries, near the Volga, were always called by the Tartars Capchak, which 
Strablenburg ſuppoſes to have been corrupted. into Caſaccia, and Caſak. Hence the names of 
the Caſaccia Orda, or Kerguis Caſaks, -the-diſtrit of Caſaccia (placed by Conſtantine near 
the Cuban, and now inhabited by the Cireaſſians) the Turcoman e near 
e the rirer Kura, the Don and Zaporavian Caſaks, &c, &c, | 


＋ M. Volney e Syrie et en Egypte, vol. I. p. 90) has given a very circumſtantial 

account of the Caucaſian militia, who, under the name of Mamlouks, or military ſlaves, are 
the maſters of Egypt. The following aſſertion is very curious: Depuis cinq cent ein- 

quante ans qu il y a des Mamlouks en Egypte, pas un ſeul n'a donne lignes ſubſiſtante; il 

n'en exiſte pas une famille à la ſeconde generation, tous leurs enfans periſſent dans le premier 
ou le ſecond age. Le moyen qui les a perpetuẽs eſt done le meme qui les y a etablis: c'eſt 

a dire, qu'ils ſe ſont regeneres par des eſelaves tranſportes de leur pays originel. If this be 
true, the Ruſſians have rendered a moſt important ſervice to the Turkiſh ä by 

checking the traffic of ſlaves in Mount Caucaſus. 
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daughter of Temruk, a prince of Circaſſia, who had ſent her as an 
hoſtage to Moſcow, where ſhe embraced the Greek religion. Five 


years afterwards, the Tſar ſent a ſmall army, under the command | 
of General Daſhkow, to the aſſiſtance of Temruk ; but after the 
death of Ivan, theſe diſtant ſubjects ſeem to have been forgotten 


by the court of Ruſſia; ; in conſequence of which negligence, 


the Khans of the Crimea, as heirs of the Tartar empire, laid 
claim to the ſovereignty of theſe countries, and eaſily induced 


the Circaſſians to pay them a ſmall tribute as the price of their 
protection. But the officers of the Khan, under pretence of le- 


vying this tribute, having been guilty of great exceſſes, inſulting 
the wives and daughters of the Circaſſians, and treating them i in 
every reſpect like a conquered nation, they took up arms, mur- 
dered the collectors, and ſoon after cut to pieces an army of 
thirty thouſand Tartars, who had been ſent by the Khan to pu- 
niſh them for their difobedience. This happened at the be- 
ginning of the — century. 


| 
| 
| 


Tur 8 geſcription of the Circaſſi dans, as far as relates 
to the free ſpirit of their government, their general modes of 


life, and many of their particular cuſtoms, is equally applicable 


to all the mountaineers of Caucaſus, and probably to every un- 
civilized nation upon earth. But two of their cuſtoms ſeem 


peculiar to themſelves. The one, by which the huſbands are 


prohibited, under pain of infamy, from publickly converſing 
with their wives i ſo that the two ſexes are divided as it were 


| : 
no 


| 
| 


. 


into two diſtin&t communities ;—the other, by which the edu- 


cation of all male children is entruſted to ſtrangers in preference | 


to the parents, the females only being brought up by their mo- 
thers. It is not eaſy to conceive from what diſtant nation theſe 
ſtrange regulations can be derived; and if we ſuppoſe them to 
have exiſted at an early period in mount Caucaſus, they may 
perhaps account in ſome meaſure for the fabulous deſcription of 
the Amazons and Gargarenſes, who are placed by ancient geo- 
graphers in the country now occupied by the Circaſſians *. 


F | IV. The 


* Strabo obſerves on this ſtory, that whereas other fiQtions of antiquity had gradually fallen 
into contempt, this alone continued to be confirmed by the teſtimonies of ſucceeding tra- 


vellers. Indeed, it is not very extraordinary that women ſhould be employed in tending 
horſes, or in riding them afterwards; or that they ſhould attend their huſbands to battle. 


Pracopius relates, that the Romans, after a battle with the Huns, frequently found among the 
ſlain the bodies of women. Zonaras ſays, that after the engagement of Pompey with the Al- 
bani, there were found ſeveral ſuits of armour belonging to the Amazons. While father 
Lamberti was in Mingrelia, the Dadian (or prince of the country) received the account of 
an irruption of ſome Caucaſian tribes, who had attacked the Suani and Caraccioli ( people of 
Karatchai). They were repulſed, and many bodies of women were found on the field of 
battle. The armour of theſe women was preſented to the Dadian, and conſiſted of helmets, 
braſſards, and cuiraſſes, made of ſmall ſteel plates. To the cuiraſs was faſtened a kind of 
petticoat which reached about half way down the legs, made of ſerge, of a moſt beautiful 
red. (Recueil de Voyages au Nord, vol. x. p. 180). The moſt wonderful parts of the an- 
cient ſtory are, the myſterious commerce of the Amazons with their temporary huſbands, the 
Gargarenſes—their mode of diſpoſing of their male children—and the amputation performed 
on the breaſts of the females, which laſt circumſtance was probably invented by the Greek 
etymologiſts in order to explain the name of the nation. Perhaps it might not be more ab- 
ſurd to derive that name from the Circaſſian word Maza, the moon, which is reported to 
have been the favourite deity of the mountaineers of Caucaſus, than from the Greek word 
Mate, which ſignifies a woman's breaft ; but this muſt reſt for the deciſion of etymologiſts. 
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w. The OSSI, or OSSETL. | 
Tn HE northern diet Ron of this nation is ſcattered about the ri 
vulets that fall into the Terek, as far as the Leſken. 3 — 


ſouthern is ſettled on the Aragui, the Kſani, the two Liakwis, 


which fall into the Kura, and the Dſhedſho, that Joins- the 


Kion. Their diſtricts are, 


1. Saka, Nar, Sannach, and Walagir, upon the river 5 ; 
2. Dughor, near the rivers Dughor and Urukh.. 
3 Kewi, and Keſuri, alſo called Soni and Mekeweni, on the- 
 rivulets that fall into the Kumbelei and Terek. | 
4. Gelaxan, on the Kumbelei. 
F. Kurtat, or Kurtauli, at the Wurz of the roch. 
6. Guda, chout the e the Aragui. 
7. Saperſcheti, between the Kſani and Aragui. 


8. Wanati, Tſhamuri, and Lomila, about the Poa of the 
. | 


— 


9. 3 or Tagae- ur, a the KineT emi Telek. 

10. Tirſan, or Truſo, about the upper part of the Terek. 

11. Archoti, near the Kumbelei. 

12. Makal, in the Oſſetin W Komoiti, below the r | 
mer, near the Terex. | 

13. Gnaſur, Tkupta, Padſhur, Kobais, vga] Tighru, nt 
Ce: * che Batara Linkwi.” | 


14 Ruka, : 


* 
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14. Ruka, at the ſource of the Didi Liakwi. 

15. Dſhaukom, on the Paza that Joins the Didi Liakwi. 
This is a large and very . diſtrict, containing mare than 
a thouſand families. 


16. Urdſwalda, called by the . eee 5 near 5 


the ſame river. | „ 

17. Birtaul, on a river of the Lame mine that falls into the 
Liakwi. | | 
18. Sgobir, Dikiwattkur, and Dſhomach, one the upper 
part of the Didi Liakwi. 

19. Dwaleti, about the Dſhedſho that Joins the Rion. 


ne ma ed is Mis Wee e of Ma the 
others are ſubject to that of Georgia. Theſe diſtricts are of very 
unequal: fize, Tome containing only five, and others fifty vil- 
lages, each of which IR from OP to an hundred 
families. 


Tux Offi are by the Circaſſians and Tartars called Kuſna, i. e. 
Bones. They call themſelves by the different appellations of Jir, 
Walp, Ghuatan, and Gherolin. Gullenſtaedt thinks them the 
remainder of the Uzi, or Polowzi. Their language has ſome 
analogy with the Perſian ; the Dugorian ſeems even to be a dia- 
lect of that language. Their hiftory is entirely unknown. 
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V 
Turs nation extends from the higheſt ridge of Caucaſus, along 
. _ - the Sundſha rivulets. They are bounded to the weſt by the 
ülttle Cabarda, to the eaſt by the Tartars and Leſguis, and to the 

| ſouth by the Leſguis and Georgians. Their 2 2 are, 


1. Inguſhi,+ about 60 miles to the ſouthward of Moſdok, in 


= 


* Theſe may perhaps be the people RUN Gazrber calls the Taulinzi (i. e. mountaineers) 
and to whom he attributes the following ſtrange cuſtom :—« When a gueſt or ſtranger comes- 


to lodge with them, one of the hoſt's daughters is obliged to receive him, to unſaddle , 
and feed his horſe, take care of his baggage, prepare bis dinner, paſs the night with Bim, 

and continue at his diſpoſal during his ſtay. At his departure, ſhe ſaddles his horſe and 

packs up his baggage. It would be very uncourtly to refuſe any of theſe marks of hoſpi- 
tality.”” Priſeus, I believe, relates that, during his travels among the ow he once received: 
3 of this ſort, which r * to e | 


ol. 


— + The Inguſhi are capable of arming about 5000: men. They call themſelves mt . 
255 EKiſti, or Halba. They live in villages near each other, containing about 20 or 30 houſes ; 
are diligent huſbandmen, and rich in cattle. Many of their villages have a ſtone tower, 
xrchich ſerves in time of war as a retreat to their women and children, and as a magazine for 
their effects. Theſe people are all armed, and have the cuſtom of | wearing ſhields * 


Their religion is very ſimple, but has ſome traces of Cbriſtianity. They believe in ane 

; God, whom they call Daile, but have no ſaints or religious perſons. They celebrate Sunday, 
8 not by any religious ceremony. but by reſting from labour. They have a faſt in ſpring, and 
another in ſummer. They obſerve no ceremonies either at births or deaths. They allow 

of poligamy, and eat pork. One kind af ſacrifice is uſual among them : at certain times a 

ſheep is killed by a perſon who ſeems to be conſidered as a kind of prieft, as he is obliged to 

\ live in a ſtate of celibacy. His habitation is in the mountains; near an old ſtone church, 

| which is ſaid to be adorned with various ſtatues and inſcriptions. Under the church is a 

vault that contains certain. old books, which, however, no one ever attempts to approach. 


Mr. Guldenflaedt was prevented by the weather from viſiting this 28 8 
Reiſe, vol. I. page 9 


ö 
| . 
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the high mountains n the Kumbelei. This tribe ſubmitted 
| to Ruſſia in 1770. 

2. Endery, and 3. Akai, on a low ridge between the Sundſha 
: and Iaxai rivers. In their territories are the hotwells. ; 
; 4. Ackinyurt, towards the upper part of the Sundſha and 
Kumbelei. 

5. Ardakli, on the Roſhni that joins the Sundſha: | 

6. Wapi, near the Offetin village Tſhim, towards the ſource 
of the Terek. - Ly | 

* Anguihe; on the upper part of the Rabe. 

8. Shalkha, called by the Ruſſians Maloi Anguſht. * 'This; and. 
the two preceding tribes, which were formerly tributary to the 
_  Cabardian princes, ſubmitted to Ruſſia in 1770. 

9. Tſhetſhen, on the lower part of the Argun river. It is 
governed by its own chiefs, who are related to the Avar-Khan. 
T his tribe is ſo numerous and warlike, and has given-the Ruſſians 
ſo much trouble, that its name is uſually given by them to the 
whole Kiſti nation. 'The chief village of Tſhetſhen lies on the 
Argun, about 15. miles from its mouth. Its other principal vil- 
lages are Hadſhi-aul, and Iangejent, both on the Sundſha. 

10. Atakhi, a ſmall diſtrict on the upper part of the Argun. 

11. Kulga, or Dſhanti, in the high mountains. 

12. Galgai, or Halha, about the ſource of the Aſai, a Sundſha 
riyulet. 

1 Tſhabrilo, ad Shabul, on the Sundſha. 


14. Tſhiſhni-Kabul, on the Roſhni, a Sundſha rivulet. 
| b_ 3 
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as follow: 
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1. Karaboulale, a wandering tribe, who have their little vil- 
lages about the ſix 16a rivulets of * ne 1 | 
the Fortan. 8 BY 


16. Meeſti, Meredſhi, Galaſhka, mal Dobel; ; theſe are 
{ſmall tribes on the Axai. | 4 


Tux different tribes of this . reſtleſs and turbulent nation are 


generally at variance with each other, and with all their neigh- 
'bours. Their dialects have no analogy with any known lan- 
guage, and their wa and origin are at — utterly un- 


VI. The LESGUIS. 


Tux country of this people is indifferently called by the 
Georgians Leſguiſtan, and Dagheſtan. It is bounded to the S. 
and E. by Perſia and the Caſpian, to the S. W. and W. by 
Georgia, the Oſſi, and Kiſti, and to the N. by the Kiſti and Tar- 
tar tribes. It is divided into a variety of diſtricts, generally in- 
dependent, and governed by chiefs elected by the people. Gul- 


 denſlaedt has remarked, in the Leſguis language, eight different 


dialects, and * claſted their tribes in —— to this ob- 


Tux firſt dialect comprehends fifteen tribes, which are 


JI. Avar, in Georgian Chnmfigh. The Gu this diſtrict 


| 
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commonly called Avar-Khan, is the moſt powerful prince of 
Leſguiſtan, and reſides at Kabuda, on the river Kaſeruk. The 
village of Avar is, in the diale& of Andi, called Harbul. 

. Kaſeruk, in the high mountains, extending along a branch 
of the Koiſu, called Karak. This diſtrict is dependant on the 
Khan of the Kaſi Kumychs. 

3. Idatle on the Koiſu, joining on the Andi; e to he 
Avar Khan. 

4. Mukratle, ſituated on the Karak, and ſubje& to the Avan 
5. Onſekul, ſubject to the ſame, and ſituated on the Koiſu. 
6. Karakhle, upon e below n. Oy" to the 

fame. 8 

7. Ghumbet, on the river Ghumbet, that joins che Koiku, 
fubject to the chief of the Coumy ks. 

8. Arakan; and q, Burtuma, on the Koiſu. 

10. Antſugh, on the Samura, ſubject to Georgia. 

11. Tebel, on the ſame river, independent. 

12. Tamurgi, or Tumural, on the ſame river. 

13. Akhti; and 14, Rutul, on the ſame. 

15. Dſhar, in a valley that runs from the Alazan to the Sa- 
mura. It was formerly ſubject to Georgia, but is now inde- 
pendent. In this diſtrict are ſeen remains of the old wall“ that 
begins at Derbent, and probably terminates at the Alazan. 

7 The 
® The inhabitants of Derbent believe that their town was built by Alexander, and that 
this wall formerly extended as far as the Black Sa. Ir is, however. probable, from. many 


in- 
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: Aer This town is the old Pylz Caſpiz. 1 
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Tu E Gin diale@ is ſpoken i in the two llowin diſtricts: 
Dy, Dido, or r Didonli,- about the e of the Samura. This 


diſtrict is rich in mines; a ridge of uninhabited mountains di- 
vides it from Caket. Th 8 8 ? 
2. Unſo, on the ſmall 00 that j Join the Samura. Theſe 
two diſtricts, containing together about a thouſand families, were 


K 


formerly ſubject to Georgia, but are now independent. 


Tux third dialect is that of . nor | 


| 


Kabutſh, which lies on the Samura rivulets, eaſt of Dido, and 


north of Caket. 


Tun fourth dialect is that of 


1 
+1 
| 
| 
| 


| Kan ed on a rivulet " runs into the Koiſu. Some of 
its villages are ſubject to the Avar-Khan, but the greater part to 


the Khan of Axai. The whole conſiſts of about 800 families. 


| 


Tux fifth dialed is common to four diftrits, namely, 


1  Akuſha, on the Koiſu, ſubject to the Uſini,s or Khan 
of 


i 


1 
i 
} 
j 
[1 
4 


- inſcriptions in old Turkiſh, Perſian, Arabic, and - Rufiſh characters, that the wall, and the 


aqueduRs with their various ſubterraneous paſſages, many of which are now filled up, are of 
high antiquity. This town ſuffered greatly during its ſiege by Sultan Amurath, who entirely 
deſtroyed the lower quarter, then inhabited by Greeks. It was again taken by Schach Abbas, 


b 
l 
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8 The following cuſtom is attributed by clone Gaerber, . of this prince 


Whenever 
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4. Zudakara, or Zadakh, down the Koiſu, ſabject to the- 
Uſmei. It contains about two thouſand families. | 


[ 
i 


Tun ſixth dialect belongs to the diſtricts on the te ee. 
of Caucaſus, between Tarku and Derbent, which ate; 


. 8 and 2, Tabafſeran, or Kara-Caitak, both ſubject 
wo the Tin. | 5 


Tux ſeventh i is that of n on a branch * 
the Koiſu, near Zudakara. + TT we 


This tribe has-a Khan, whoſe r is recognized by fome 


an diſtricts. | | 


j 
1 
| 


Tun eighth dialect is that of n belonging to the Khan 


of Cuba. 


Bzs1ps. theſe, there are ſome other Leſguis tribes, whoſe - 


dialects Mr. Guldenſtaedr was unable to-procure. F rom a com- 


pariſon of thoſe which he has obtained, it appears that the 


. of the Leſguis has no. kind of affinity. with ang other 
Mm 


cc 
and as all the inhabitants are on a footing of perfect equality, each individual is. ſure to have 
in his turn a ſhare in the government. In the year 1725, their magiſtrates, as well 2. 
'Uſmei, acknowledged the ſovereignty of Ruſſia, but without paying any tribute.“ 


* 
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of the. Caitaks, and Kara-Caitaks, containing about a thou- 
ſand families. | a | 
2. Balkar, 


3. Kubeſha,® - near the Koiſu and 


UW 


4. Zudakara, 


— 


60 8 the Uſmei has a ſon, he is carried round from village to village, and alternately 
ſuckled by every woman who has a child at her breaſt until he is weaned. This cuſtom, by 


eſtabliſhing a kind of brotherhood between the prince and his ſubjects, ſingularly endears 
them to each other. | | 
#* Colonel Gaerber, who wrote an account of theſe countries in 1728, gives the following 
deſcription of this very curious place. Kubeſha is a large, ſtrong town, fituated on a hill 
between high mountains. Its inhabitants call themſelves Franki (Franks, a name common in 
the eaſt to all Europeans) and relate, that their anceſtors were brought hither by ſome acci- | 
dent, the particulars of which are now forgotten. The common conjecture is, that they were 
mariners caſt away upon the coaſt ; but thoſe who pretend to be better verſed in their hiſtory, 
tell the ſtory this way :—The Greeks and Genoeſe, ſay they, carried on, during ſeveral cen- 
turies, a conſiderable trade, not only on the Black Sea, but likewiſe on the Caſpian, aud were 
certainly acquainted with the mines contained in theſe mountains, from which they drew by 
their trade with the inhabitants great quantities of filver, copper, and other metals. In order 
to work theſe upon the ſpot, they ſent hither a number of workmen to eſtabliſh manufac- 
tures, and inftrut the inhabitants. The ſubſequent invaſions of the Arabs, Turks, and 
Monguls, during which the mines were filled up, and the manufactures abandoned, prevented 
the ſtrangers from effecting their return, ſo that they continued here, and erected themſelves 
into a republic. What renders this account the more probable is, that they are ſtill excellent 
artiſts, and make very good fire- arms, as well rifled as plain; ſabres, coats of mail, and ſe- 
veral articles in gold and ſilver, for exportation. They have, likewiſe, for their own defence, 
ſmall copper cannons, of three pounds calibre, caſt by themſelves. They coin Turkiſh and 
Perfian filver money, and even rubles, which readily paſs current, becauſe they are of the full 
weight and value. In their vallies they have paſture and arable lands as well as gardens ; but 
they purchaſe the greater part of their corn, truſting chiefly for ſupport to the ſale of their 
manufactures, which are much admired in Perſia, Turkey, and the Crimea. They are gene- 
rally in good eircumſtances, are a quiet, inoffenſive people, but high-ſpirited, and indepen- 
dent. Their town is conſidered as a neutral ſpot, where the neighbouring princes can de- 
poſit their treaſures with ſafety,” - | | 
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known language, excepting only the Samoyede, * to which it 
has a.remote reſemblance. | ; | 


Tuls people is probably deſcended from the tribes of moun- | | J 
taineers, known to ancient geographers under the name of 
Leſgæ, 


'* The diſtrict of Avar is generally ſuppoſed to have been received from the Avari, a rem- 
nant of the Huns, who retired into this part of Caucaſus. We ſhould expect, therefore, to 
find in theſe countries ſome traces of their ancient language; and fince the Samoyede is the 

only known language with which the Leſguis dialects have any affinity, it may be doubted 
whether StraMenberg was miſtaken in ſuppoſing that the Huns were, in part at leaſt, compoſed 
of Samoyedes. | | . | | 
M. de Guignes, on the contrary, is of opinion, that the Huns were the people known to 
che firſt Chineſe by the name of Hoang-nou; that they were of the ſame origin with the 
Turks, by whom they were ſucceeded in the empire of Tartary; and that-they were the an- 
ceſtors of the preſent Monguls and Calmouks: and this opinion he grounds on the teſtimony 
of Ammianus Marcellinus, and that of the Chineſe hiſtorians. ; « 


The deſcription of the Huns by Marcellime is, in general, applicable to all the paſtoral 
nations in Aſia. The moſt curious particulars are thoſe which follow :—** Hunnorum gens 
ultra paludes Mæoticas glacialem oceanum accolens, omnem modum feritatis erceit.— Q- 
n ſulcautur infantum altius gene, ſeneſcunt imberbes, abſque ulla venuſtate—compacis om- 
nes firmiſque membris, et opimis cervicibus, prodigioſæ formæ & pandi, ut bipedes exiſtimes 
beſtias—aguntur autem nulla ſeveritate regali, ſed tumultuaria optimatum dutu contenti, perrun- 
quidguid inciderit.” The cuſtom of marking the cheeks is, I believe, at preſent peculiar to 
the Toungouſes (a people apparently of the Mandſhour race); but it is uſed as an ofnarment F 
only, and not with a view to prevent the growth of the beard. The Calmouks reſemble the 
Huns in their uglineſs, their want of beards, and in the cuſtom of paſſing the greater part of 
their lives on horſeback. In their internal diſcipline they have no reſemblance. Mr. Pallas 
| has obſerved; that the Mongul tribes are the only paſtoral people in northem Aſia, who appear 
to have been at all times ſabje& to an arbitrary and hereditary government. They have a 
regular code of laws, and are diſtinguiſhed from all their neighbours by their eber ſaga- 
city, frugality, and docility. It is remarkable, that a people, exactly reſembling the Cal- 
mouks, is mentioned by Theophylatus, under the name of Taugas. Theſe, he ſays, were 
a noble colony of Turis. They were free from. inteſtine diſcords, becauſe they were ſubject | | 


; 
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Leſgæ, or Ligyes. The ſtrength of their country, wbich is a 


region of mountains, whoſe paſſes are known only to them- 


ſelves, 


to hereditary princes. They worſhipped ſtatues, were governed by juſt laws, and diſtin- 
guiſhed by their frugality. Ode ug Tavyag xAmuatrzpyry Tale ovornaCerais Taidſhi is 
in fact the title of the Calmouk princes. | 


To the teſtimony of the Chineſe hiſtorians it may be objected, that they do not ſeem to 
have diſcriminated between the different paſtoral nations of Afia (who certainly have not a 
common origin) and that the identity of the Huns and Turks may be juſtly queſtioned. The 
northern regions of Siberia are inhabited by many different nations, all of whom, by their 
appearance, by their manners, by the diſperſed ſituation in which they are found, and by the 
teſtimony of their traditions, appear to have been driven thither out of Tartary during ſome 
of thoſe revolutions to which that country has been always ſubject. Since, therefore, the 
Hoang-nou were diſpoſſeſſed by the Turks, it ſeems more natural to look for their K 
dants i in the place of their retreat than in the country of the xictors. 


The Samoyede nation is ſtrangely diſperſed : ſome of them are found. i in Coat and de- 
tached bodies among the mountains which lie to the weſtward of lake Baikal ; others are 
ſuppoſed to be within the Chineſe frontiers ; others are ſcattered among the deſarts, which 
extend along the frozen ocean; and ſome nearly as far to the weſtward as Archangel. It 
ſhould ſeem, therefore, that they muſt have been formerly a very numerous and powerful na- 
tion. They have no longer the uſe of horſes, becauſe the climate of their preſent country 
renders their ſubſiſtence impoſſible ; but they have ſtill preſerved the manners of a paſtoral 
people, and retain the. uſe of moveable habitations, with which they wander from place to 
place. They neither have, nor appear to have ever had, any kind of regular government; 
their traditional ſongs mention only certain heroes, who, in better times, led their anceſtors 
to battle. Theſe ſongs form their principal amuſement ;. but the exploits. they celebrate are 
never likely to be renewed. Whether it be owing to the ſeptic qualities of their food, to the 
natural effects of exceſſive cold, or to thoſe poiſonous fogs which render ſome parts of their 
country quite uninhabitable, the nerves of the Samoyedes are ſo irritable, that a ſudden and 
unexpected noiſe will frequently throw them into convulſions. - Of this, * Pallas re- 
lates ſome remarkable inſtances. 1 | 5 


The Samoyedes have a large head; a flat face; high cheek bones; ſmall eyes; a flat noſe; 
a wide mouth; a yellow complexion ; large ears; ſtraight, harſh, black hair; a ſhort thick 
neck; broad ſhoulders; and ſhort and thin legs. Les hommes (ſays Kling ftadi Mem. ſur les 
Samoyedes & Lappons) 1 our gue fort pen oy preſque point de barbe, et ils ont ceci de commun 
avec leurs enn que non plus —— ils n ont du poil ſur aucune partie de leur corps, ex- 
ceptẽ a la tẽte. | 18 


11 

ſelves, has probably at all times ſecured them from foreign in- 
vaſion; but as the ſame cauſe muſt have divided them into a 
number of tribes, independent of each other, and perhaps al- 
ways diſtinguiſhed by different dialects, it is not eaſy to imagine 
any common cauſe of union which can ever have aſſembled the 
whole nation, and have led them to undertake very remote con- 
queſts. Their hiſtory, therefore, were it known, would pro- | 
bably be very unintereſting to us. They ſubſiſt by raiſing cat- 
tle, and by predatory expeditions into the countries-of their more 
wealthy neighbours. During the troubles in Perſia, towards the 
beginning of this century, they repeatedly ſacked the towns of 
Shamachie and Ardebil, and ravaged the neighbouring diſtricts ; | 
and the preſent wretched ſtate of Georgia and of part of Armenia, 
is owing to the frequency of their incurſions. In their perſons. 
and dreſs, and in their general habits of life, as far as theſe are 
known to us, they greatly reſemble the Circaſſians. 


\ 


VII. The GEORGIANS. 


SGro ROA, called by the Perſians Gurgiſtan, and by the Turks 
Gurtſhi, comprehends the ancient: Iberia, Colchis, and perhaps 
a part of Albania, as the province, of Caket is ſaid to be diſtin- 

guiſhed, in the old Georgian language, by the name of Albon. 
The inhabitants are Chriſtians of the Greek communion, and ap- 
pear to have received their preſent name from their attachment to 
St. George, the tutelary Saint of theſe countries. 


GEORGIA 
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Grone is divided into nine provinces, 1, Semo Kartveli, 
or upper Carduel; . 2: Kuemo Kartveli, or lower Carduel ; 
3. Somgheti ; 4. Kakheti; 5. Tſhina-kartveli, or inner Carduel; 
6. Imereti; 7. Guria; 8. Suaneti; and 9. Mingreli. Of theſe, 
the five firſt are ſubje& to Heraclius, and form what is commonly 
called the kingdom of Georgia ; as the four laſt, which are ſub- 
ject to David. form the kingdom or principality of Imeretia. 


Ta1s whole country is ſo extremely beautiful, that ſome fan- 
ciful travellers have imagined they had here found the ſituation of 
the original garden of Eden. The hills are covered with foreſts 
of oak, aſh, beech, cheſnuts, walnuts, and elms, encircled with 
vines, growing perfectly wild, but producing vaſt quantities of 
grapes. From theſe is annually made as much wine as is ne- 
ceſſary for the yearly-conſumption ; the remainder are left to rot 
on the vines. Cotton grows ſpontaneouſly, as well as the fineſt 
European fruit-trees. Rice, wheat, millet, hemp, and flax, are 
raiſed on the plains, almoſt without culture; The valleys afford 

the fineſt paſturage in the world ; the rivers are full of fiſh; the 
mountains abound in minerals, and the climate is delicious ; ſo 
that nature appears to have laviſhed on this favoured country 
every production that can contribute to the happineſs of its in- 
habitants. | | ; 


Ox the other hand, the rivers of Georgia, being fed by moun- 
tain torrents, are at all ſeaſons either too rapid or too ſhallow 
| for 


for the purpoſes of navigation: the Black Sea, by which com- 
merce and civilization might be introduced from Europe, has 
been till very lately in the excluſive poſſeſſion of the Turks: 
the trade of Georgia by land is greatly obſtructed by the high 
mountains of Caucaſus; and this obſtacle is ſtill increaſed by the 
ſwarms of predatory nations, * which thoſe mountains are in- 
habited. 


Ir is ſaid, that in the 1th century. a king of Georgia divided 
among his five ſons the provinces of Carduel and Caket, Ime- 
retia, Mingrelia, Guriel, and Abkhafia. Theſe petty princes 
were too jealous to unite for their common. defence; and too 
weak fingly to reſiſt a foreign enemy, or even to check the en- 
croachments of their great vaſſals, who ſoon became indepen-- 
dent. By forming a party among theſe nobles,. the Furks gra- 
dually gained poſſeſſion of all the weſtern provinces; while the 
Perſians occupied the governments of Carduel and Caket. Since 
that period the many unfucceſsful attempts of the Georgians to» 


recover their liberty, have repeatedly produced the devaſtation of * . 


their country. Abbas the Great is ſaid to have carried off in one 
expeditio from the provinces of Carduel and Caket no. leſs: 
than eighty thouſand families, a. number which, probably, 
_ exceeds. the whole actual population of thoſe provinces: The 
moſt horrible cruelties were again exerciſed on the unhappy peo- 
ple, at the beginning of the preſent century, by the mercileſs 
Nadir; but theſe were trifling evils, compared with thoſe ariſing: 
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from the internal di diffengions* of the great e N This nume 
rous body of men, point ferocious,” poſſeſſed of an 
unlimited power over the lives and properties of their vaſſals, 
having no employment but that of arms, and no hopes of ag- 
grandizing themſelves but by the plunder of their rivals, were 
conſtantly in aq cate of warfare; and as their ſucceſs was vari- 
ous, and the peaſants of the vanquiſhed were conſtantly carried 
off and ſold to the Turks or Perſians, every expedition inereaſed 
the depopulation of the country. At length they invited the 
8 5 neighbouring mountaineers, by the hopes of plunder, to take 
5 part in their quarrels; and theſe dangerous allies, becoming ac- 
quainted with the country, and being ſpectators of the weakneſs 
of its inhabitants, ſoon completed its deſolation. A few ſqualid 
wretches, half naked, half ſtarved, and driven to deſpair by the 
mercileſs exactions of their landlords, are thinly diſperſed over 
the moſt beautiful provinces of Georgia. The revolutions of 
Perſia, and the weakneſs of the Turks, have indeed enabled the 
princes of the country to recover their independence; but the 
ſmallneſs of their revenue has hitherto diſabled them from re- 


preſſing effectually the . of the FIRE and _—_ the 
mene 1 U js i any ouHq At : XI 


THe. og 4 be 2 place of reſidence of prince 
Herucliur, is Tifflis, called by the inhabitants Tbilis-Cabar 
(warn town) from the warm baths in its neighbourhood. It 
was founded, as appears by an old n in * citadel, by a 


certain 
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ference does not exceed two Engliſh miles, it contains twenty 
-thouſand inhabitants, of which more than half are Armenians; 
the remainder. are principally Georgians, with ſome Tartars. 


It has twenty Armenian, and fifteen Greek churches, and three 


| Metſheds. 'The ſtreets ſeldom exceed. ſeven feet in breadth, and 


ſome are fo narrow as ſcarcely to allow a paſſage for a man on 


horſeback : they are conſequently very filthy. The houſes have 
flat roofs, on which the women occaſionally walk/in fine weather : 
they are neatly built, the walls of the rooms are wainſcotted, and 


the floors ſpread with carpets. .At Tifflis there is a foundery, at 


which are caſt a few cannon, mortars, and balls, all of which 
are very inferior to thoſe of the Turks. The gunpowder made 
| "here is very good. The Armenians have likewiſe eſtabliſhed in 
this towiall the manufactures carried on by their countrymen in 
Perſia; the moſt flouriſhing is that of printed - linens. The 
common coins of Georgia are the abaſſes, of about fifteen-pence 
value, and a ſmall copper coin, ſtamped at the mint at Tifflis. 
Beſides theſe, a large quantity of gold and filver money is brought 
into the country from Perſia and Turkey, in exchange for honey, 
butter, cattle, and blue linens. . 


Nu beds of Heraclius are eſtimated at about ſixty thou- 
fand families; but this, notwithſtanding the preſent deſolated 
ſtate of the country, is probably an under valuation. The pea- 
fants belonging to the queen, and thoſe of the patriarch, pay no 
| | | SOS | tax 
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tax to the prince, and therefore do not appear on tlie books of 
the revenue officers. Many fimilar exemptions have likewiſt 
been granted by the prince to his ſons- in- law, and his favourites: 
Beſides, as the impoſt on the peaſants is not a poll- tax, but a tax 
on hearths, the inhabitants of a village, on the approach of 
the collectors, frequently carry the furniture of ſeveral: huts into 
one, and deſtroy the remainder, which are afterwards very eaſily 
replaced. It is probable, therefore, that the population of | 
Georgia does not fall ſhort of three hundred and fifty thouſand 
fouls. | | | Lb 


Tux revenues of this country may be eſtimated: at about 
150, 000 roubles, or 26,2501. They conſiſt of, 1. the cuſtoms, 
farmed at 1750l.—2. Rent paid by the farmers of the mint at 
Tifflis 1750I.—3. The tribute paid'by the Khans of Erivan and 
Ganſha, 7000! Hand 4. The hearth money levied on the pea- 
ſants, amounting to 15, 750. 


| 
| 


Tux government of Georgia is deſpotic, but, were it not for 
the aſſiſtance of the Ruſſian troops, the prince would be fre- 
quently unable to carry his decrees into execution. The puniſh— 
ments in criminal caſes are ſhockingly cruel ; fortunately they are 
not frequent, becauſe it is ſeldom difficult to efcape into ſome of 
the neighbouring countries,” and becauſe the prince is more en- 
riched by confiſcating the property of the criminal, than by 
putting him to torture. udicial combats are. conſidered as. the 

privilege | 


4 


1 51 1 


privilege of nobility, and take place when the cauſe is extremely 
intricate, or when the power and intereſt of two claimants are ſo 
equal, that neither can force a deciſion of the court in his fa- 
vour. This mode of trial is called an appeal to the judgment 


of God. 5 


Tux dreſs of the Georgians nearly reſembles that of the Co- 
ſaks ; but men of rank frequently wear the habit of Perſia. 
They uſually dye their hair, beards, and nails with red. The 
Georgian women employ the ſame colour to ſtain the palms of 
their hands. On their heads they wear a cap or fillet, under 
which their black hair falls on their forehead: behind, it is braided 
into ſeveral treſſes. Their eye-brows are painted with black, 
in ſuch a manner as to form one intire line, and their faces are 
perfectly coated with white and red. Their robe is open to the 
girdle, ſo that they are reduced to conceal the breaſts with their 
hands. Their air and manner are extremely voluptuous. Being 
generally educated in convents, they can all read and write; a 
qualification which is very unuſual among the men, even of the 
higheſt rank. Girls are betrothed as ſoon as poſſible, often at 
three or four years of age. In the ſtreets the women of rank 
are always veiled, and then it is indecent in any man to accoſt 
them. It is likewiſe uncivil in converſation to enquire after the 
wives of any of the company. Theſe, however, are not ancient 
cuſtoms, but are a conſequence of {he violences committed by 
the Perſians, under Shach Nadir G 5 
bh "Wa | TRA“ 
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TRAVELLERS accuſe the Georgians of Abreden wett 
tion, cruelty, ſloth, avarice, and cowardice ; vices which are 
OS every where common to ſlaves and tyrants, and are by. no means. 
1 5 peculiar to the natives of this country. The deſcendants of the 
| | coloniſts, carried off by Shach Abbar, and ſettled at Peria, near 
| Iſpahan, and in Maſanderan, have changed their character with 
5 their government; and the Georgian troops, employed in Perſia 
A againſt the Affghans, were advantageouſly diſflinguithed by . 
18 rech by AE Ar eh and their courage. | 


Fl 


Tux: other Weiten of Gre are de Offi * 1112 
menians, called in the Georgian language Somakhi. Theſe laſt / 
are found all over Georgia, ſometimes mixed with the natives, 
and ſometimes in villages of their own. They ſpeak among 
themſelves their own language, but all underſtand and can talk 
the Georgian. Their religion is partly the Armenian, and partly 

: the Roman Catholic. They are the moſt oppreſſed of the in- 
N habitants, but are RilÞdiſtinguiſhed by that inſtinctive wy 
you a where characterizes the nation. 


my Brei DES theſe, there are in 8 conſiderable numbers: of 
yous called, in the 1 of the country, Uria.* Some have: 
1 villages 


5 | k * According to Gaerber, there are numbers of Jews ſcattered over the provinces of Shir-- 
=  ' * yan and Dagheſtan; and he ſays, that they ſubſiſt principally by agriculture and raiſing 
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villages of their own, and others are mixed with the Georgian, 
Armenian, and Tartar inhabitants, but never with the Oſſi. 
| This pay a ſenall tribute above that af * natives. 

NI. Cue was 1 to pak 8 . FRM a 
manuſcript chronicle in the Georgian language, compiled by or- 
der of Yachtang,' late prince of Georgia, from the archives pre- 
ſerved in the monaſteries of Gelati, near Cutais, and of Zcheta,. 


x the year of the world 17792, there dwelt in a fortreſs, on: 
mount Ararat, a man, of the name of Targamos. He lived fix; 
hundred years, and was the father of eight ſons : 1. Aos, from 
whom are deſcended the Armenians. 2. Karte/os, from whom 
came the Kartuelta (Georgians). 3. Baidat, anceſtor of the 
people of Raanta (Shirvan.). 4. Moatan, from whom are de- 
fcended the Mokavnelta (people of Erivan). 5, Lekas, an- 
 ceſtor of the Lecta (Leſguis). 6. Eror, father of the Mi- 
grella (Mingrelians). 7. Kaukas, of the Kaukafianta (Cauca- 
fians). And 8. Egros, father of the Imeretians and Caketians. 


Or theſe ſons the moſt diſtinguiſhed was-Kartelor.. He had 
four ſons, all of whom became Mzpe (ſovereigns). 1. Oe 

ö rotoc, 

cattle, very few of them being employed i in trade. He adds, that they are a very ancient co-- 


tony :. their Rabbins pretend that their forefathers were driven from Jeruſalem. into. Media 
dy the Muſul Padiſbab, or king of Niniven. 
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rotor, who reighed over the countty'of Thaſiſkari, extending to 
che Black Sea (Imeretia and Mingrelia). 2. D/havakhor, Who 
poſſeſſed the country of Parvanidlchon, as far as the Mtkuari' | 
(Kur) river. This ſeems to mean the diſtrict of Trianeti. 
3. Uplos, king of the country from the river en to the region 
of 'Thaſiſkari (the preſent province of Carduel). 4. Charſarti, 
who OP Og over eee from 1 to 5 che ee 

5 Alexander Makedonaeli the * 5 from Stioletti 
(the north) to Kartweli. At that time iniquity was at the higheſt | 
pitch, and men committed uncleanneſs with their fiſters, and 
even with cattle, Alexander came firſt before Chartis, and after- 
wards took ſucceffively the cities of Odſrekal, Tſharochi, Up- 
liſziche, a very great city, Sarkine, Samſhilde, Zcheta, Urbniſi, 
Zichedidi, Aſpaulani, inhabited by Jews, Ruſtawi, Daldoziche, 
Btkureſziche, and all the cities of Caket. He left garriſons in 
all theſe cities, and eſtabliſhed himſelf at Zeheta, from whence: 
he marched to Naſtakiſi, on the river Kſani. In —_— all 
—_ * I 5 * of * were n to . 0 


« = the bullding of De which da 3233 years 
after Adam, to the days of Merian, there reigned in Georgia 
twenty-two Mepes, or ſovereigns (whoſe names are mentioned 
in the chronicle) ; and in the reign of Meriun, in the year 338 


after Chriſt, the female ſaint, Nino, together with the holy ſiſter, 


St, idonta, and the holy man, Abrata, arrived in * country, and 
| « . eſtabliſhed 


Ns II 


eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian religion. Aſter this follows a long 
eatalogue of the ſovereigns of Georgia, brought down to the 
prefent time; but the foregoing extract will probably be ſall 
cient to * the reader 8 cuniofity-:. 


TRE capital of Imeretia, and place of reſidence of prince 
David, is Cutais. The remains of its cathedral ſeem to prove 
that it was once a conſiderable. town, but at preſent it ſcarcely 
deſerves the name of a village. Solomon, father of the preſent 
prince, very wiſely: ordered the walls and the citadel to- be de- 
ſtroyed, obſerving, that the rocks of Caubaſus were the only 
fortifications which were capable of being defended by an un- 
diſciplined army of ſix thouſand men, unprovided with artillery. 


Tux inhabitants of Imeretia, eſtimated at about twenty 
thouſand families, are not collected into towns or villages, 
but ſcattered over the country in ſmall hamlets. They are leſs. 
mixed with foreigners, and handſomer than the other Georgians. 
They are likewiſe bolder, and more induſtrious: they ſend yearly 
conſiderable quantities of wine to the neighbouring parts of 
Georgia, in leathern bags, carried by horſes: but they are with- 
out manufactures, very poor and milcrable, and cruelly oppreſſed 
by their vexatious landlords. : 

Tar res revenues. of Imeretia, like. thoſe of Georgia, 
ariſe from a contribution of the peaſants in wine, grain, and car- 
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: | le; and from the tribute of the neighbouring rinkes. "Oren 
| _ - the extraordinary ſources of revenue, confiſcations have a conſi- 
derable ſhare: but as all this is by no means ſufficient for the 
ſubſiſtence of the prince, he uſually travels from houſe to houſe, 
living on his vaſſals, and never changing his quarters till he has 
conſumed every thing eatable. It will of courſe be underſtood, 
6 that the court of Imeretia is not remarkable for ſplendour, nor 
5 the princeꝰs table very ſumptuouſſy ſerved. His uſual fare con- 
5 "fiſts of gom (a ſpecies of millet, ground, and boiled into apaſte) 
a piece of roaſted meat, and ſome preſſed caviar; theſe he eats 
with his fingers; forks and ſpoons being unknown in Imeretia. 
At table he is frequently employed in judging cauſes, which he 
decides at his diſoretion, there being no law in his dominions 
but his own will.“ His new ordinances are publiſhed to the 
1 people on Fridays, which are the market days, by a crier, who gets 
eee de e , . 
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enn Suren are of the Greeks religion.” "Their Canticlices, 
or gk es 18 n the pa e and can feldom 
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judicial combats are in uſe in Imeretia and Mingrelia as well as in the reſt of Georgia; 
but they are confined to the nobles. The trial by water ordeal is likewiſe ſometimes practiſed : 
WG.” | but in civil caſes the Mingrelians have adopted a very: rational kind of-ſubſtitute for the com- 
125 mon courts of juſtice, Each party chuſes a judge, and the two judges chuſe one ſpeaker. To 
nm the plaintiff expoſks his pretenfions, and then retires. The ſpeaker then calls for the de- 
* - fendant, to whom he communicates the elaim of his -adverſary, and receives his anſwer. 
= em w — CS 
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read or write; and the inferior clergy are not better inſtructed. 
Their churches are wretched buildings, ſcarcely 4 to be diſtin- 


guiſhed from common cottages, but from a paper croſs over 


the principal door, and ſome paintings of the Virgin and the 
ſaints. 


4 


5 
p 
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Tux Dadian, or prince of Mingrelia and Guriel, though 


poſſeſſed of a country far more conſiderable than Imeretia, is tri- 


butary to prince David, who is, therefore, a very formidable 


neighbour to the Turks of Achalziche. He is, however, very 
much fettered in his operations by the diſobedience of his nu- 


merous barons, who, like thoſe of Georgia and In have 
7 of life and Gench over their valials. 
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